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idea of the Good.   The idea of the good is the highest idea. For
v^every idea is perfection in its land.   All the ideas have perfection
.in common. And just as the one beauty is the idea which presides
over all beautiM things, so the one  perfection must be the
supreme idea which presides over  all the perfect ideas.   The
supreme idea, therefore, must be perfection itself, that is to say,
the idea of the Good.
There must be one highest idea, which is supreme over all
the others. This idea will be the one final and absolutely real
being which is the ultimate ground of itself, of the other ideas,
and of the entire universe. This idea is, Plato tells us, the
idea of the good. This highest idea of the good is indefinable
and inexpressible.
There is, however, one important defect in the dialectics of
Plato. The supreme idea, he tells us, is the good. This being
the ultimate reality, is the ground of all other ideas, Plato ought,
therefore, to have derived all other ideas from it, but this he has
not done. He merely asserts in a more or less dogmatic way,
that the idea of the good is the highest, but does nothing to
connect it with the other ideas. On the other hand it might,
with equal force, be argued that since all the ideas are substances,
therefore, the highest idea is the idea of substance. All that
can be said is that Plato has left these matters in obscurity and
has merely asserted that the highest idea is the good, which
becomes indefinable and incommunicable.
Consideration of the idea of good leads us naturally to enquire
how far Plato's system is teleological in character. A little
consideration will show that it is out and out teleological. We
can see this by studying the many lower ideas. Each idea is the
perfection of its Jknid And each idea is the ground of the
existence of the individual objects which come under it. The
teleology of Plato culminates in the Mea of the good. That idea
is the final explanation of all other ideas, and of the entire
universe. And to place tfee final ground of all tfom^ in perfection
itself means that the universe arises out of that perfect end